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Abstract

1 Thelobjectivesofithislstudy-were:11) tostudy and analyzelenvironmentall
managementlofZanlacknowledgedlocalZauthorityinlterms_oflitslachievements,
practices”andlessonsTlearned:“and 2) to analyze factors affectinglits environmental
management” performances. ] The. locall authority! selected for this] study was
PitsanulokeZMunicipality.]DatalwerelcollectedZbyinterviewingImunicipality’s
administrators’andZofficers, locallcommunities " leaders, Tandlthroughlobservation,
anddocument. review. Aspects] oflits] management system{ adapted] from[ the
BalancedScorecard.technique,Good]GovernancelandGoodZPractice asIwell
aslinternalZandZexternal-factorsiwerelbroughtZinto’thelanalysis.

1 Thelstudy foundl that Pitsanulokel Municipality?was_ quitel successful in]
managing( its” environment] bothl solid] waste” and! the other issues.” Thel
municipality] was_ awarded. as] a_ livablel city.] Thel integrated. solid] wastel
management’was well’co-operatedIbyllocal’peaple,‘communities, JandZshops.
1 Internalfactors affecting these goodperformancesIwerel theladministrators!
withgood_vision, Iclear’environmentalImanagementprocedure, Jcommitment,]

[
I
[
[
[
[
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andZstrong_focuslonlinterestsCoflthelcommunities. Sufficient]budgetsTal location, ]
humanCresourceldevelopmentZand adoptionlof modern technologyIwerelalsolkey!
factors. SignificantlexternalfactorsIwere]co-operationsandsupports’fromZlocall
communities, fforeignitechnical’agencies, lgovernmentZagenciesland’privatelsector.
1 Lessonsllearned-forlotherllocal authorities'wereltheZadministrators’Tvision!
andattention]onenvironmental’management, resourcelallocationforZenvironmental
management,lenhancingpeoplelparticipation,TouildingZgood relationshiplwith!
thelcommunities,‘andlbuildinglco-operationlwithlexternallagencies.]
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Abstract

This paper will analyze the issue of international environmental politics,
focused on *“global warming™ and based its argument on the related U.S. policies
as a case study.

In analyzing the U.S. government’s role in global warming, several comparative
politics theories will be applied as an analytical framework; for example, External
Actor Theory, Eclectic Messy Center Theory, Structure and Agency Theory
which help create understanding, explain the position in policy formulation
and domestic politics of the U.S. in a more rational and clearer perspective.

For instance, by applying theoretical analysis of “Structure and Agency Theory”
to the U.S. Senate’s resolution called “Byrd-Hagel Resolution” in 1997, this reflects
a structure which limits and puts pressure on the government and its Kyoto Protocol’s
negotiating team to adopt political operations in order to achieve important conditions
specified in “Byrd-Hagel Resolution” such as meaningful participation of developing
countries, the development of mechanism and domestic policies on climate change
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considering cost efficiency and zero impact to the U.S. economy, etc. Accordingly, this
Senate’s resolution, a structure that puts rigid pressure and limits the government’s
action, presents a negative condition towards the administration.

On the contrary, “structure™ is also the condition which “creates opportunities™ for
actors to take action. Obviously, President Bush and his administration had used
“Byrd-Hagel Resolution” as a legitimate justification in order to deny the Kyoto Protocol
while opting for other business benefits as well as formulating other policies and plans
in the Kyoto Protocol’s place which attempt to increase petrol and gas production, for
example an approval for petrol’s drill in Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, etc.

Apart from realizing the limited structural condition, the “political actors”
has adopted the reflexive behavior in response to the pressured structure by
relying on “structure™ as a tool to support actors’ determination to enhance
own and affiliate’s business benefits.

8 0000 0 A
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